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Setup

Assuming your installation of Amazon-Simple-Admin (Asa) went fine, you should have the 
link to the plugin's options page in your Wordpress settings.

Before we can start, we have to set up Amazon-Simple-Admin with your Amazon access 
key and secret key. Where you can get those and what they are good for is explained by 
the links next to the text fields (How do I get one? What is this?).

To earn referral fees you should insert your Amazon tracking ID. For more information 
about that visit the link (Where do I get one?).

Now your options page should look something like this screenshot with “Status: Ready” 
which means the connection to the Amazon webservice could be established.

So let's see what we can do with this plugin now.
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Including single products into your posts

Let's start with the easiest: Including single products into your posts.

Switch over to the “Add New Post” page or open an existing post. To include a Amazon 
product into your post you only have to enclose the Amazon product ID (ASIN) with the 
Asa tags [asa]...[/asa]. 

For example: 

[asa]B004AKCMES[/asa]

You get the ASIN code from the Amazon product page in the product details section. In 
case of books it is the ISBN number.

Book:                                                                DVD:

Your post should look something like this:
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After saving your post, the related website will show an Amazon content box with some 
basic information about the product like the title, a thumbnail, the price and the customer 
reviews.

To show more than one product in a post, just repeat the [asa] code with another ASIN and 
update your post:

Results in:
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Customizing the layout of the Amazon product box

The layout of the Amazon product box depends on the template file that is used for 
rendering the box. Template files are text files with HTML-code which reside in the plugin's 
sub-directory “tpl”. By default the default.htm template is used. With a little knowledge of 
HTML you can easily customize the appearance of the product box and save your own 
templates in the tpl directory.

To tell Asa to use a template other than default, just write the name of the file without the 
.htm extension in the opening [asa] tag: 

[asa book]0805047905[/asa] 

This will use the book.htm template which includes some special book values like ISBN 
and author.

Results in:
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The advantage of collections

Let's say you want to include four products into your new post and also in an older post. As 
explained above you have to include the [asa]-code four times in every post. With copy 
and paste it still would be acceptable but not very convenient. That would be the right 
moment to think about Asa's collection feature.

If you have not used it before, you first have to enable this feature in the plugin's options. 
Only then the necessary database tables will be created.

After you enabled the collection feature, the options page will look like this:

For our example of children's books, we would save a new collection called 
“My_childrens_books”.

To keep things simple, you should not use special characters for collections names. Only 
use alphabetic characters, numbers, underscores and hyphens.

© www.wordpress-amazon-plugin.com  7

http://www.wordpress-amazon-plugin.com/


After saving, the new collection will be displayed in the collections drop-down menus.

Now we can start to put our books of the above example into the collection. Again we need 
the ASIN codes of the products. Copy and paste them in the form field in the section “Add 
to collection”.

Make sure the right collection is selected as it can be more than one in the future. For now 
we only have “My_childrens_books”. 

Then click the save button and hopefully the success message will display.

Repeat this until you have added all products of your choice. To check what products you 
already placed in a collection, you can click the browse button in the “Manage collections” 
section. You will get a list of all items.
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Now that our collection is done we can switch back to our post. To include the collection in 
our post we have to use the [asa_collection] code surrounding the collection name: 

[asa_collection]My_childrens_books[/asa_collection]

This will automatically show all products we have added to the collection.
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As with the [asa] code explained above, we can use templates with collections too. Just 
add the template name in the opening [asa_collection] code: 

[asa_collection book]My_childrens_books[/asa_collection]

There are some more options you can use with collections. 

With the “items” option you can define how many items of the collection should be 
displayed: 

[asa_collection book, items=2]My_childrens_books[/asa_collection]

Now only the two latest added items will be displayed on your post page.

If you only want to show one random item of your collection, this can be achieved by the 
“type” option:

[asa_collection book, type=random]My_childrens_books[/asa_collection]

Both options can be combined. So it is easy to show two random products of your 
collection:
[asa_collection book, items=2, type=random]My_childrens_books[/asa_collection]
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